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Region One ESC Announces 2017 Teachers of the Year 
 
Edinburg, TX – The Region One Education Service Center 
held its annual Teacher of the Year recognition dinner on 
Thursday, August 4, 2016, to honor the region’s District 
Teachers of the Year and to announce the names of the 
two teachers that will represent the region at the Texas 
Teacher of the Year competition.  
 
Julie Garza, a music teacher at Alfonso Ramirez 
Elementary School (Edinburg CISD) was named Regional 
Elementary Teacher of the Year. Gilberto Villarreal, a 
biology teacher at Hidalgo Early College High School 
(Hidalgo ISD) was named Secondary Teacher of the Year. 
Both were selected from an esteemed group of educators, nominated by their own school districts, to 
represent the region in the statewide Teacher of the Year program. In all, 50 District Teachers of the 
Year, representing 27 school districts/charter schools were honored for their excellence in the 
classroom.  
 
“On behalf of the Region One Education Service Center, its Board of Directors, the school districts and 
charter schools, and most importantly the 427,000 students we serve, we thank you for the outstanding 
service each of you perform on a daily basis as you give unselfishly in teaching our students,” added Dr. 
Cornelio Gonzalez, Region One ESC Executive Director. “Your dedication to the education profession and 
to your students is evident as you have been nominated by your peers and selected by your district as 
excellent educators”. 
 
A veteran music educator, Julie Garza believes that through the Fine Arts students are able to express 
themselves and gain confidence. She recalls After joining choir, Garza saw a transformation, “I would 
see this student in the hallways, classroom and cafeteria with a huge smile on her face and many new 
friends this year from choir.”  Garza also believes that music education is a great motivator for struggling 
learners, “it is my job to make all students shine on stage. Self-discipline, poise, and confidence are 
gained through elementary music performances. Concepts taught in the music classroom reinforce 
math, reading, science, and social studies for all students.” 
 
Hector Villarreal, an 11-year Army Veteran and Iraqi War Veteran, recalls growing up as a migrant 
student and making a pledge to himself to pursue an education. With the support of teachers who 
supported him and mentored him, he was able to pursue post-secondary studies. Those teachers are 
the reasons why he chose to become a teacher and “make an impact in my students’ lives the same way 
that those educators changed mine.” Villarreal returned to Hidalgo ISD, where he graduated in 1992, to 
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Regional Teachers of the Year Announced 
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be a role model for his students and their parents and to “serve my community to the fullest.” “This is by 
far my greatest contribution to education, sharing my personal story with my students and giving my 
students hope that one day they will be able to obtain their educational goals.” 
 
 
 “This is always such an enjoyable experience to be able to publicly thank you for your commitment and 
dedication to the teaching profession and to your students,” said Melissa Aguero Ramirez, Region One 
ESC Director for Human Resources as she addressed the gathering of district teachers of the year, their 
guests, principals, and superintendents. “There is no greater compliment that we can pay in our 
profession than to say, ‘that is a good teacher’ and this evening you have been recognized by your peers 
as not only being good teachers, but great teachers!” 
 
A committee comprised of representatives from various teacher and administrator groups evaluated the 
essay applications, which required the teacher nominees to describe their professional biography, 
professional development, community involvement, and philosophy of education.  
 
Each one of the district teachers of the year received a commemorative gold apple bell for their 
achievement. Dr. Cornelio Gonzalez, Region One ESC Executive Director, awarded each regional teacher 
of the year with a Star Polisher Award, a statue of four children, hands held high, holding a star. Ramirez 
read a poem, which accompanied the award, “You see, I’m a teacher, an educator, a mentor. The stars 
are the children in my class, my job is to take them in, whatever shape they come, and shine and buff 
them and then send them out to take their places as bright twinkling beacons in the sky.”  
 
Each honoree also received a personalized Teacher of the Year ring from Jostens, The Class Ring 
Company. This is the seventh year that Jostens, The Class Ring Company has served as a sponsor of the 
Region One Teacher of the Year celebration.  
 
Region One ESC will nominate Garza and Villarreal for Texas Teacher of the Year honors. Semi-finalists 
will be announced on August 22 and the State Teacher of the Year award, in each respective category, 
will be announced in late October by the Texas Education Agency.   
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